6o                       STALIN'S LADDER

" 'No,' the children replied in one voice.

" (Why not?' the leader asked.

" 'Because,' the children answered, 'we are sur-
rounded by enemies.'

" Why must we go on preparing?'

" 'Because,' the children replied, 'the grown-ups are
preparing. So we, too, must prepare, for when we grow
up we will go into the Red Army,'

" 'Now, children,' said the leader, *we are going to
test and find out which little company is best prepared
among you. All together, like regular Red Army sol-
diers, form according to companies. One, two, three I
Attention!'

"All the companies formed as directed. The children
stood as quiet as if they were little figures of stone.
They were told to march. They marched in splendid
order.

" 'Now, then,' the leader commanded, 'which com-
pany can march so quietly as to pass the enemy without
being noticed?'

"All the children marched stealthily. Their steps
were as noiseless as those of kittens."

FOR the war training of the adult population there
exist 60,000 "military circles" throughout the Soviet
Republic. The organization directing this mass military
training is the Osoaviachim, the Soviet National Se-
curity Society, whose full name is the Association for